England, France, Belgium,
Holland, Germany

September 16, 1992
to
October 3, 1992

SPEARHEAD




Preface

Do you remember the guy that pestered everyone by shoving that little mini tape recorder in
front of you. I believe he was called "Bashful Bill". He kept telling you that he was going to write a
story about our "Last Push", and that he was taping the events so he wouldn't forget. He also promised |
to send a copy of the story. I'm sure you thought "yeah! yeah! I've heard that story before." ‘

Well, it's finished. Lale and I are pleased to send you this copy.

We wanted to write this to thank all you wonderful people for helping us enjoy this fantastic trip.
As a group, the rejuvenated Spearheaders were something to behold. They were a congenial, happy, and
contented lot who were always ready to help someone out. Smiles - we had many. Laughs - quite a
few. Highlights - well, there were many. Disappointments - maybe a few, such as Nordhausen. The
words heard so often were: Amazing, Wow! I don't believe this! Fantastic!! Mind Boggling!! Over-
whelmed!! Merci Beau Coup!! Danka!! How did John O'Brien pull this off? and on and on.

Many thanks to the following who contributed to this story:

* George and Irene Edmondson for sending a box of pictures and all their negatives
plus slides, and to their niece for translating the articles from Fourmies and Avesnes.
* Janice Fox for sending many pictures. (The Edmondsons and Janice knew we had
lost our camera in England.)
e John and Dorothy Henry and John and Marcella Vondra for sending pictures.
The Vondras also sent a summary of our trip which was used for our Service
Company 33rd Armored Newsletter as well as at the end of this story.
* Lyle and Mildred Pfeifer and Bill and Sarah Heinz for the surprise video tapes.
We have used their tapes to review and refresh our memories as we were
writing this.
* Jo Ann Loerakker-Frank for sending pictures.
¢ John O'Brien for sending the newspaper article from the Stars and Stripes.
* Bill and Sarah Heinz for sending the two articles on Fourmies and Avesnes.
* Joseph Pothen, Malmedy, Belgium, for sending pictures of the Battle of the Bulge tour.
* Gunter von der Weiden, our Stolberg/Breinig tour guide, for sending the newspaper
article on Stolberg plus some excellent black and white pictures.
* Ilsedore Edse, our neighbor and former German professor at The Ohio State
University, for translating the Stolberg newspaper article.

And to everyone else for giving us the incentive to complete this story, we say thank you.

Affectionately, 3
Bill and Lale Ruth é






